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Article I 

NAME 

Section 1 The name of the corporation is TEKEYAN CULTURAL ASSOCIATION 
INC. 

Article II 

PURPOSES 

Section 1 The purposes of the corporation are: 

A. To own, maintain, operate and render support to courses of study, schools, 
universities and other institutions of learning, wherever located, engaged, in whole or in part, in 
teaching Armenian studies, language, religion, literature, history, music, arts, folklore and related 
fields (herein “Armenian Culture”, which expression shall include all or any aspects of the 
foregoing). 

B. To provide scholarships, scholarship loans and other forms of financial aid to 
students pursuing Armenian Culture or to persons studying or training to serve as teachers in 
schools offering Armenian Culture, or any aspect thereof, and as clergymen of the Armenian 
Church. 

C. To conduct, foster, promote and subsidize cultural and civic activities primarily 
affecting or for the benefit of persons of Armenian ancestry, including, without implied 
limitation, in connection therewith, to acquire, own, maintain and operate youth centers and 
cultural centers. 

D. To organize, conduct, sponsor, subsidize and promote lectures, seminars and 
cultural projects related to Armenian Culture, including, without implied limitation, cultural 
exchanges of lecturers, teachers, artists, musicians, scientists and scholars. 

E. To provide financial assistance, grants and commissions to authors, editors, 
scholars, artists, composers, musicians, students and instructors of Armenian ancestry or 
involved in any aspect of Armenian Culture. 

F. To foster, commission and subsidize the translation of Armenian literary, 
historical and other works into English and other languages; to publish and disseminate such 
works and to publish and disseminate works of art and music by persons of Armenian ancestry or 
related in any way to Armenian Culture. 
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G. To own, maintain, operate, publish, disseminate, assist and subsidize publication 
of newspapers, magazines, periodicals and other publications in the Armenian or other languages 
relating directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, to Armenian Culture or matters of concern or 
interest to persons of Armenian ancestry. 

Article III 

POWERS AND LIMITATIONS 

Section 1 The corporation shall have all powers permitted under Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 180, including, without implied limitation: 

A. To receive property by purchase, gift, devise or bequest, and otherwise acquire 
and hold, improve, subdivide, develop and construct, all property, real or personal, including 
shares of stock, bonds and securities of other corporation. 

B. To act as Trustee under any Trust incidental to the objects of the corporation, and 
receive, hold, administer and expend funds and property subject to the terms of such Trust. 

C. To sell, give, convey, exchange, lease, mortgage, encumber, transfer upon trust, 
or otherwise dispose of property, real or personal. 

D. To borrow money, contract debts, and issue bonds, notes and debentures and 
secure the payment of its claims and the performance of its obligations. 

E. To exercise all powers permitted by law and do all other sets necessary or 
expedient for the administration of the affairs and attainment of the purposes of the corporation. 

Section 2 This corporation is not organized for pecuniary profit, nor shall any of its 
members or officers receive compensation for their services, nor shall any of its income inure to 
the benefit of any member, officer or any private individual. 

Section 3 This corporation shall not carry on political propaganda or otherwise 
attempt to influence legislation. 

Article IV 

LOCATION 

Section 1 The location of the principal office of the corporation is at 755 Mount 
Auburn Street, Watertown, Massachusetts, United States of America, 02472. 

Article V 

MEMBERSHIP AND DUES 

Section 1 For the purposes of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 180, the 
members of this corporation (hereinafter “Chapter 180 Members” and sometimes hereinafter 
referred to as “Directors”) shall be the only persons who, from time to time, constitute the Board 
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of Directors.  A Chapter 180 Member shall no longer be a Chapter 180 Member upon ceasing to 
be a Director.  The term “ members” (or the term “member”) elsewhere in these By-Laws, or in 
the Rules and Regulations and otherwise shall be for convenience only and shall not denote 
Chapter 180 Members (or a Chapter 180 Member); that is, “members” or “member” shall not 
mean that term as used in said Chapter 180. 

Section 2 The Board of Administrators shall determine, from time to time,  the 
annual quota amount to be paid by each of the Chapters and the amount of annual membership 
dues. 

Article VI 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS; OFFICERS 

Section 1 The business of the corporation is managed by the Board of Directors 
consisting of the Chapter 180 Members.   It constitutes the highest authority of the corporation 
and has jurisdiction over all its members and assets.  Meetings of the Board of Directors shall 
also be deemed meetings of the Chapter 180 Members, whether or not the notice of such meeting 
or minutes thereof characterize it as such. 

Section 2 In addition to all other powers permitted by law, the Board of Directors 
shall exercise all powers (i) with respect to the ownership and control of all real estate and 
financial assets of the Association; (ii) to maintain a national office, and (iii) to appoint and 
dismiss various functionaries including, without implied limitation, editors, secretaries, other 
employees, local representatives, managers, caretakers and the like, directly related to its 
activities. 

Section 3 In addition to all powers permitted by law, the Board of Directors has the 
following powers, any or all of which they may delegate to the Board of Administrators or other 
committee under its supervision: 

A. Create chapters, branches and agencies and prescribe by-laws rules and 
regulations for their conduct. 

B. Provide for membership meetings, conferences, and conventions, and prescribe 
rules and regulations for their composition, conduct and procedure. 

C. Delegate powers to its chapters, conventions, agencies and representatives. 

D. Affiliate and cooperate with other organizations having similar objects and 
purposes. 

Section 4 The Board of Directors consists of thirteen Chapter 180 Members.  Ten 
Chapter 180 Members serving on the Board shall be self-perpetuating and shall serve for life 
(“Life Members” or interchangeably “Life Directors”), except in case of resignation or removal 
as hereinafter provided.   Three Directors shall be elected to serve for a term of one year (and 
until their respective successors are duly elected) at the annual convention by plurality vote from 
a slate of six candidates submitted by the nominating committee determined at the previous 
annual convention. 



 

 - 4 - 

For identification purposes only, but not to be considered a part of these By-Laws, the ten 
Life Directors (being the Life Members) are presently as follows: 

Edmond Y. Azadian   Dr. Arshavir Gundjian 
of Southfield, Michigan  of Montreal Canada 

Vartkess Balian   Bedros Piandarian 
of Arlington, Virginia   of Paramus, New Jersey 

 
Dr. Nubar Berberian   George Mandossian 
of Waltham, Mass.   of Glendale, CA 

 
Dr. Kevork Keshishian  Antranik L. Poladian 
of Potomac, MD   of Englewood Cliffs, NJ 

Rouben Terzian   Artin Arzoumanian 
of Chicago, IL    of Montreal, Canada 

and the Three Members of said Board whose term of office is for one year are presently: 
 

Osheen Keshishian, of Los Angeles, CA 
Vatche Semerjian, of Glendale, CA 
Haroutioun Yeretzian, of Glendale, CA 

Said ten life Directors and said three Directors, whose term is for one year, constitute all the 
Chapter 180 Members as of the adoption of these Amended and Restated By-Laws. 

Section 5 Upon the death of a Life Member or if such Life Member shall sooner 
cease to serve as such by reason of legal incapacity, resignation or removal, the Life Directors 
shall elect a successor Life Member, who shall fill such vacancy in the Board of Directors, by 
vote of not less than two-thirds of all the Life Directors.  By the vote of not less than two-thirds 
of all the Life Directors then serving as such, a Director, whether or not a Life Director, may be 
removed from office without cause and a successor may be designated to fill such vacancy.  The 
successor of a Life Member shall serve for life. The successor to a Director elected by the annual 
convention shall serve until the next annual convention. 

Section 6 The presence of a majority of the Directors constitutes a quorum.  
Decisions of the Board of Directors are adopted by majority vote of the Directors present, unless 
a higher vote is expressly provided for. 

Section 7 The officers of the Board of Directors who serve also as officers of the 
corporation consist of a President, one or more Vice Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, an 
Assistant Secretary and an Assistant Treasurer, all of whom are elected by the Board of Directors 
to serve for a term of one year and until their successors are duly elected.  Only Directors shall 
be eligible to be elected as officers, except that the office of Secretary or Assistant Secretary, or 
both, may in the discretion of the Directors be held by persons who are not Directors. 

A. PRESIDENT - The President presides at all meetings of the Board of Directors.  
He is ex-officio a member of all committees.  He shall see that the books, reports, statements and 
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certificates required by the statutes are properly made, kept and filed according to law.  He 
enforces the By-Laws and performs all duties incident to the position and office of President, and 
performs all duties assigned to him or are required by laws. 

B. VICE-PRESIDENT - During the absence or inability of the President to render or 
perform his duties or exercise his powers, as set forth in these By-Laws, or in the acts under 
which this Corporation is organized, the same shall be performed and exercised by one of the 
Vice Presidents in order of their seniority and when so acting, he has all the powers, and is 
subject to all responsibilities given to or imposed upon the President. 

C. SECRETARY - The Secretary keeps the minutes of the meetings of the Board of 
Directors.  He gives and serves all notices of the corporation.  He is custodian of the records and 
of the seal, and affixes the latter when authorized.  He shall present to the Board of Directors at 
their stated meetings all communications addressed to him officially.  He shall attend to all 
correspondence and perform all the duties incident to the office of Secretary. 

D. ASSISTANT - SECRETARY - The Assistant Secretary assists the Secretary 
when necessary and performs all duties assigned to him by the Board of Directors. 

E. TREASURER - The Treasurer has the care and custody of and is responsible for 
all the funds and assets of the corporation under the jurisdiction of the Board of Directors. He 
shall deposit all such funds in the name of the Corporation in such bank or safe deposit vaults as 
the Board of Directors may designate.  He shall together with the President or Vice President, 
sign, make and endorse in the name of the corporation, all checks, drafts, warrants and orders for 
the payment of money, and pay out and dispose of same and receipt thereof, in the manner 
directed by the Board of Directors.  He shall keep correct books of account of all its business and 
transactions and such other books of accounts as the Board of Directors may require.  He shall do 
and perform all duties appertaining to the office of Treasurer. 

F. ASSISTANT - TREASURER - The Assistant Treasurer shall assist the Treasurer 
when required and perform all the duties assigned to him by the Board of Directors. 

Article VII 

BOARD OF ADMINISTRATORS 

Section 1 Subject to the supervision of the Board of Directors, the Board of 
Administrators shall regulate the affairs of the Chapters and from time to time may create Rules 
and Regulations to administer and govern the Chapters.  The Board of Administrators shall have 
such other powers as the Board of Directors may delegate to it from time to time in writing. 

Section 2 The Board of Administrators shall submit for approval by the Board of 
Directors its report of annual activities, its audited financial statement and operational budget for 
the following year prior to submitting these reports to the annual convention.  The convention’s 
recommendations with respect thereto, if any, shall be referred to the Board of Directors for 
approval.  In any year the Board of Directors may, by majority vote, waive the requirement that 
the financial statement be audited by an independent public accounting firm. 
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Section 3 The Board of Administrators shall consist of thirteen members who shall 
serve for staggered terms of three years and until their successors are duly elected.  Initially, the 
Board of Directors shall designate the Board of Administrators with four designated members to 
serve until the next annual convention, four to serve until the second next annual convention and 
five to serve until the third next annual convention.   Subsequently, as and when the term of each 
such group of members of the Board of Administrators shall expire, the next annual convention 
shall elect the requisite number of members to the Board of Administrators so as to maintain the 
constituent number as thirteen.  Members of the Board of Administrators may serve for no more 
than two consecutive terms and may thereafter be re-elected after a hiatus of not less than the 
interval between two successive annual conventions.  

Section 4 The officers of the Board of Administrators shall consist of a Chairman, 
First Vice-Chairman, Second Vice-Chairman, Treasurer, Vice-Treasurer, Secretary, Vice-
Secretary and six members who are elected each year by simple majority vote of the members 
constituting the Board of Administrators, such election to take place immediately after the annual 
convention. 

Section 5 No person shall be precluded from serving concurrently on the Board of 
Directors and the Board of Administrators.   

Section 6 The President, or in his absence, any Vice President designated by him, 
the Treasurer, or in his absence, the Assistant Treasurer, and the Secretary, or in his absence, the 
Assistant Secretary, of the Board of Directors shall serve as ex officio members of the Board of 
Administrators entitled to notice of meetings thereof and to be heard thereat, but shall not be 
included for the purposes of determining a quorum or a vote and shall not have the right to vote.  
The Board of Administrators shall coordinate their work through the national office of the Board 
of Directors. 

Section 7 The Board of Directors shall have the right, from time to time, to remove 
any one, more or all members of the Board of Administrators by not less than two-thirds vote of 
all the Directors then in office, and may also by such two-thirds vote, designate the successor or 
successors of those removed.  Such successor or successors shall serve until the next annual 
convention at which time such vacancy shall be filled by such convention for the balance of the 
applicable term. 

Article VIII 

SCHOOLS; CENTERS 

Section 1 The Board of Directors of this Corporation may from time to time adopt, 
amend and rescind the by-laws of schools, directly or indirectly owned or operated by this 
Corporation, and may at any time appoint and, with or without cause, remove trustees, 
administrators, principals and others.  In the event that this by-law is inconsistent at any time 
with any by-laws of any such school, this by-law shall control. 

Section 2 Administrators and Managers of the various Tekeyan Cultural Centers are 
to be designated by and accountable to the Board of Directors and subject to removal by the 
Board of Directors with or without cause. 
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Article IX 

CONVENTIONS 

Section 1 An annual convention is held at a time and place designated by the Board 
of Directors, consisting of delegates elected by the Chapters, and with an agenda prepared by the 
Board of Directors. 

Section 2 The President, or other officer of the Board of Directors designated by the 
President, and the Secretary of said Board shall each serve, respectively, as Chairman and 
Secretary of the annual convention; and the Chairman of the Board of Administrators or an 
officer of said Board designated by such Chairman, will serve as the Vice Chairman of the 
annual convention; and the Secretary of said Board shall serve as Assistant Secretary of the 
annual convention. 

Section 3 Members of the Board of Directors may attend all conventions and 
exercise the same rights and privileges as delegates of chapters including the right to vote and 
hold office. 

Section 4 The presence in person of one or more delegates from a majority of the 
Chapters in good standing constitutes a quorum of the convention.  A Chapter shall be in good 
standing if it shall have (i) paid the annual quota applicable to such Chapter; (ii) submitted the 
annual financial report for the prior year to the Board of Administrators, and (iii) submitted an 
updated list of its members in good standing to the Board of Administrators.  Whether or not a 
quorum is present, any meeting of the annual convention may be adjourned from time to time by 
a majority of the votes properly cast upon the question, and the meeting may be held as 
adjourned without further notice. 

Section 5 All decisions by the convention are adopted by majority vote cast in 
person and not by proxy. 

Article X 

CHAPTERS 

Section 1 Seven or more persons, deemed qualified to membership by the Board of  
Administrators may form a Chapter of this Corporation and commence to function as a Chapter 
after its status as such  has been approved by the Board of Directors. 

Section 2 Chapters must conduct their activities according to the By-Laws and the 
Rules and Regulations of the Tekeyan Cultural Association Inc., as the same may from time to 
time be amended.  

Section 3 Chapters shall hold membership meetings, and also elect officers, an 
Executive Committee,  and delegates to the annual convention.  Only members in good standing 
may vote at any Chapter meeting or serve as officers or as Members of the Executive 
Committee, or as delegates.   
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Section 4 Each Chapter shall prepare annually a report of its activities, a financial 
statement of its accounts, and a current list of the names and addresses of its members in good 
standing, and shall submit such report, financial statement and list to the Board of 
Administrators. Each Chapter shall turn over to the Board of Directors all funds in its possession, 
except such amount as the Board of Directors may deem necessary for the proper functioning of 
the Chapter. 

Section 5 For every ten of its members, a Chapter may elect one delegate to the 
convention; provided, however, that a Chapter may not in any event have more than ten 
delegates, in addition to its chairman.   

Section 6 Chapters within the United States and Canada may cooperate and develop 
joint programs.  However, communications or activities with any organizations or entities in 
other countries must first be submitted in advance for the prior written approval of the Board of 
Directors and may be undertaken only upon such approval and in accordance with such terms or 
conditions as may be prescribed by said Board. 

Section 7 Chapters, committees, schools or other agencies of this corporation shall 
have no authority to make contracts, own or enter into leases of real estate, or incur financial 
obligations without the prior, written consent of the Board of Directors, but, even if so approved, 
such contracts or obligations shall not be binding upon the corporation. 

Article XI 

AMENDMENTS 

Section 1 The following provisions may not be changed or amended except by vote 
of three-fourths of the Chapter 180 Members, provided that notice of any proposed amendment 
shall be given at least 15 days in advance of any meeting at which said Members shall act 
thereon: 

Article I   NAME 
Article II  PURPOSES 
Article VI  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Section 2 Except as provided in Section 1 of this Article XI, the Board of Directors 
shall amend the By-Laws in other respects to enact any amendment recommended as such by the 
affirmative vote of two-thirds of the delegates at an annual convention, provided that notice of 
any such proposed amendment and the proposed text thereof shall have been submitted in 
writing to all Chapters and to the Board of Directors and Board of Administrators at least fifteen 
days prior to the commencement of the annual convention. 

Article XII 

DISSOLUTION 

Section 1 As determined by vote of three-fourths of the Board of Directors, upon the 
dissolution or winding up of this corporation, all assets remaining after payment of, or provision 
for payment of, all debts and liabilities of this corporation shall be distributed only to a nonprofit 
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fund, foundation, trust or corporation which is organized and operated exclusively for charitable, 
religious, scientific or educational purposes (which as to property located in the State of 
California must meet the educational purposes requirements for exemption provided by 
Section 214 of the California and Revenue Taxation Code) and which has established its tax-
exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, and, as to operations in the 
State of California has established its tax-exempt status under Section 2370ld of the Revenue and 
Taxation Code of the State of California.  If this corporation holds any assets in the State of 
California in trust, such assets located in California shall be disposed of in such manner as may 
be directed by decree of the Superior Court of the county in which this corporation’s principal 
California office is located, upon petition therefor by the Attorney General of California or by 
any person concerned in the liquidation. 

 
ADOPTED AT THE 24TH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE TEKEYAN CULTURAL 

ASSOCIATION INC. HELD IN MONTREAL, CANADA ON OCTOBER 23, 1999 

 


